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TIMs to Tweak CAT
to Test Knowledge,
Not Just Aptitude

PARAGDAVE

AHMEDABAD
The Indian Institutes of Manage-
ment will tweak their Common
AdmissionTestformatthisyearto
evaluate aspiring MBAs more for
accuracy and knowledge than ap-
titude in an attempt to “establish
CATasan Indianexamof interna-
tional repute,” like the GMAT and
GRE, according to CAT committee
convener Janakiraman Moorthy,

Theexam, which had made a con-
troversial switchover from paper-
pencil format to computer-based
testing two years ago may become
computer-adaptive, an interna-
tional format where the difficulty
level rises with each correct an-
swer. “Currently, it is a computer-
based test, but once the format sta-
bilises, we will have to decide if we
want to make it computer-adap-
tive,” says Moorthy, whowill super-
vise the exam this year.

In the new-format test, students
will get 140 minutes to answer 60
questions spread equally over two
sections, down from the earlier

. three. Candidates cannot move on
to the next section till 70 minutes
areover, unlikelast year, when they
had 135 minutes to attempt the
same number of questions without
any section-wise time restriction.

The section-wise time allocation
will end race against time in the
exam which always puts speed ata
premium. The exam will be con-
ducted between October 22 and
November 18 across 36 cities; Bhi-
laj, Jammu and Dehradun being
thenew centres.

“We have seen students spending
too much time on a particular sec-
tion and consequently find less
time for other sections. Now, they
will have only two sections with 30
questions and 70 minutes each.
This will ensure that they concen-
trate on one section at a time, The
new format will help students fo-
cus on quantitative ability and da-
ta interpretation in section I and
verbal ability and logical reason-
ing in section IL” adds Moorthy,
maintaining that there would be
noimpact on the results.

Earlier, the CAT paper would have
three sections — data interpreta-
tion & logical reasoning, quantita-
tive ability & verbal ability and
comprehension “CAT was more of
an aptitude test some 10 years ago
when students had to solve 180
questions in 120 minutes. The num-
ber of questions has been decreas-
ing and now; it is a test of knowl-
edge. The new format offers almost
double the time to solve one ques-
tion,” says Gautam Puri, vicechair-
manand MD of Career Launcher.

Students believe there will now

be more of a levelplaying field
for students from non-engineer-
ing backgrounds. “The new for-
mat gives equal importance to
mathematics and English. Thus,
BCom studentstoo stand chances
of scoring well,” says Atul Sud-
hakaran from Kannur in Kerala,
Moststudentswhocrack CAT are
from an engineering back-
ground, The new format has
raised hopes among candidates
from other disciplines to tilt the
balance in their favour.

The new format is another step
in the direction to rhake CAT a
global-level examination like
GRE and GMAT, says CAT 2010
topper Ankit Kala. “Making CAT
computer-based was thefirstsuch
step. However, CAT i$ still Com-
puter Based Test while GMAT and
GRE are Computer Adaptive
Tests. The number of questions
have been decreasing in CAT
since 2003-04. 1 can say that if stu-
dents give correct answers to 26
questions in the first section and

18-20 questions in
the second sec-
— tion, they will
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*is a good change
but students will have to ensure
that they donot attempt the ques-
tions which they find difficult, to
avoid negative marking.

Trainers at coaching centres be-
lieve the new format will need a
new sirategy. There won't be any
impact on teaching style because
content and subject matter have
not changed, but the approach to
the test will be crucial, especially
with negative marking in place,
The centres are a vital link in
MBA admissions, with 70% of the
CAT applicants seeking profes-
sional guidance at various insti-
tutesacross the country.

Test-taking strategy (time man-
agement, selection of questions,
and soon) will changedrastically,
feels Ashish Sinha, course direg-
tor-CAT of Triumphant Institute
of Management Education.

“As there are only two sections
for four areas, those having a
handicap in a specific test area,
may now look at compensating
for it with the other area from the
section. This is in contrast to the
case earlier when competence
‘was to be shown in all three ar-
eas.” says Sinha.
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DTU VC junks
charges of
teachers

Manash Pratim Gohain | Tuw

New Delhi: Rubbishing the
charges of financial and ad-
ministrative  irregularities
leveled against him by teach-
ers of Delhi Technological
University (DT, vice-chan-
cellor PR Sharmaalleged thesy
were aimed at “dermmolishing
the university™.

Sharma said, “The teach-
ers had incited the students
against DTIT last year on the
pretext that DCE as DT shall
stand to lose its reputation re-
sulting in poor job prospects
for them.”

Om the i=sue of terms and
conditionsfor continuationof
teachers and emplovees of the
erstwhile DCE, university
sourees said necessary action
1= being taken. Sharma said.
“A committes, set up by the
Delhi government tosettlethe
service conditions of the staff
emploved with the erstwhile
DCE and now workingat T,
15 supposed to submit its re-
port in six weels."

As many as 114 teachers
from the erstwhile Delhi Col-
lege of Engineering (DCEire-
certly wrote to the Delhi gov-
ernment askingfor a ransfer
toDTTE allegingthat the DT
administration had failed to
protect their interests,



